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Why Accountants Speak Like 
Idiots  

 

While compiling my morning roundup for Going Concern today, I 

stumbled across an interesting post that tried to explain why 

businesspeople speak like idiots.  

 

It's funny because I can tell you, I have a stream of memories from my 

CPA days that are of me rolling my eyes in meetings or listening to 

presentations riddled with buzzwords. It never made any sense to me 

why until I heard a partner quote another partner (who was 

undoubtedly quoting someone else) that "If you can't dazzle 'em with 

brilliance, baffle them with bullshit."  

 

On the one hand, many of the topics accountants discuss are 

extraordinarily complex, so this makes perfect sense. On the other, I 

always felt like it was imperative upon me to understand these mind-

numbing tax and accounting rules so that I could explain them to 

anyone, not just other accountants. 

 

Then there's accountants trying to market themselves. I think we all can 

remember meeting a sales or marketing person who speaks just a little 

slick for our comfort. Accountants learn this skill on the job and many of 

them sounding like idiots themselves because they read some book or 

watched a few TED talks.  

 

Check out Scott Cytron's latest post on how accountants can really 

market themselves and you'll find some suggested phrases to use in 

your answers to basic questions about your business. None of them 

have buzzwords. They are genuine and straightforward. Now, all you 

have to do is finish them in the same way. In other words, no bullshit. 

And you may end up dazzling someone with your brilliance.  

 

Have a great Thursday.  
 

 

 
Caleb Newquist  

Editor in Chief 

AccountingWEB  
   

 

 editor@accountingweb.com  

   
 

 

 

 

 

 Auditing Special Purpose Frameworks: Walk-
Through Procedures  

 

  Walk on!  
   

  
 

   

 

 How Accountants Can Really Market 
Themselves  

 

  It takes more than a sandwich board.  
   

  
 

   

 

 GASB Clarifies How Fair Value Should be 
Defined and Measured  

 

  I'm shocked to learn that wasn't crystal clear in the first place.  
   

  
 

   
 

 

 

 

 

 How to Help Clients with Credit Problems  

   

 

 AICPA Opposes IRS Voluntary Program to Regulate 

Preparers  

   

 

 High Impact Excel: Table Edition  

 
 

 
  

 

 

 

 

  Like spreadsheets? 

You will love IDEA. 

Give us 60 seconds 

to prove it to you.  
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