
     accountingWEB  See this as a webpage instead  
 

 
  

 

 

 

 
April 22, 2014  

 

 

   

  

   

 

 

 

Management Accounting Rising  

 I spoke to (read: Skyped) accounting students at James Madison 

University late yesterday about their bright futures and during my 

presentation, one thing I recalled from my college days was how I really 

wanted to be a partner at a public accounting firm when I grew up.  

 

Clearly, things didn't work out that way, but it got me thinking about my 

college days and how my early ambitions never considered a path in 

corporate control or financial management. Simply put, it wasn't an 

option. My school's curriculum was pretty standard for an accounting 

student.  

 

That's why I find the news of Penn State offering a concentration in 

Corporate Control and Financial Management interesting. It makes 

sense. Since the majority of accountants do not work as CPAs, it would 

be logical to offer students a chance to study in areas that they will be 

working in, whether it's budgeting, forecasting or analysis. A lot of 

people who study traditional topics like financial accounting, auditing 

and tax become CPAs and end up in those jobs anyway, but would 

they have taken more management accounting classes if they had 

been offered?  

 

Penn State is going to find out, I guess. Deanna White's article on the 

new program is a good read for your Education Tuesday.  

 

 

 

Caleb Newquist  

Editor in Chief 
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