
     accountingWEB  See this as a webpage instead  
 

 
  

 

 

 

 
March 28, 2014  

 

 

   

  

 

 

   

 

 

 

Pop the Cork: The Feds Score 
a Tech Triumph  

 In 2001: A Space Odyssey, the super computer HAL 9000 goes on a 

murder spree. Most people find the machine horrifying, but I'm more 

afraid of its programmers: Did anyone check them out? 

Technology systems are designed by fallible humans, and the 

government takes a lot of the heat: delayed start to tax season 

because of system issues following a shutdown, and of course the 

Obamacare rollout. 

But to be fair, sometimes the government deserves a shout-out: Every 

year, I have to fill out the federal FAFSA form to obtain financial aid for 

my daughters' higher education. In the old days, I had to laboriously 

copy numbers from my 1040 into a form. 

But now, FAFSA online connects seamlessly with IRS computers, 

automatically populating the form with our already filed returns. 

Assuming my return was accurate, my FAFSA is too. Less time 

wasted. Far fewer errors. If only all government systems always 

worked as well! 

For those with other tech problems, don't worry: David Ringstrom is 

back with more advanced techniques for Excel and Jason Bramwell 

helps auditors avoid problems caused by—would you believe it—

Facebook and other social media sites. 

Have a good weekend. 

 

 

 

Richard Koreto  

Managing Editor 

AccountingWEB  

 

  

 

 
Richard.Koreto@sift-media.com  

    

 
 

 
 

 Talking to Regular People About Professional 
Skepticism  

 

  
What's happening at AWEB's sister sites.  

 

  
   

   

 

 ID Theft at IRS: Could Your Firm Be Next?  

 

  
It may seem no one is safe.  

 

  
   

   

 

 What to Do When Sparklines Are Disabled  

 

  
A useful Excel feature, but tricky to apply.  

 

  
   

    

 
 

 
 

 IRS Speaketh - Bitcoin Will Be Taxed as Property  

   
 

 New Major IRS Phone Scam Highlights Dangers  

   
 

 How Couples Can Maximize Social Security Payouts  

  

   

 

 

 
 

  FREE CPE: 
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  Shorten the Audit 

Lifecycle with IDEA  
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