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Does the IRS Have the Right to 
Read Your E-mail?  

 As we head into the LAST WEEKEND of tax season, let's take a 

moment to look back on the stories that kept us in touch with reality 

these past three months while we were yearning for a glimpse of 

daylight. You can thank the IRS for giving us some extra excitement by 

delaying the acceptance of tax returns; you can look forward to new 

software this summer as your firm embraces Microsoft Office 2013; 

O.J. Simpson returned to the news with tax woes; Blackberry is trying 

to keep up with the competition; the president's budget is ruffling 

some features; software problems at H&R Block resulted in more 

than half a million tax returns being incorrectly prepared; A-Rod will 

pay more tax this year by recuperating from his injuries at home than 

he would if he joined the team for spring training; and the list goes on. 

Finally, we bring you today's news which includes an attempt by the 

IRS to claim it has the right to read your e-mail messages. Never a 

dull moment!  

Read more  
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 Can the IRS Snoop into Personal E-mail?  

 

  

It's not likely that taxpayers are "blind copying" the IRS on their e-

mails to friends or sharing their posts on social media sites with the 

IRS. But the IRS may be reading those messages anyway.  

 

  
   

   

 

 Determining Worksheet Cell Protection at a 
Glance  

 

  

You can't easily tell at a glance if a cell is locked or not, but Excel 

expert David Ringstrom shows you how to add a visual aid. As an 

added bonus, the technique also makes it far easier to lock and 

unlock worksheet cells.  

 

  
   

   

 

 Tax Reform Writers in Congress Want to 
'Friend' You  

 

  

Want to know where the next major tax reform legislation is coming 

from? You might check on Facebook, Twitter, or LinkedIn. Senate 

Finance Committee Chairman Max Baucus and House Committee 

on Ways and Means Chairman Dave Camp said they'll ask the 

public for tax law proposals via social media.  

 

  
   

    

 
 

 
 

 Accounting industry professionals – Charles Mulford, 

William Read, Colleen A. Brennan, and J. Thomas Hood 

III – talk with us about the impact of the KPMG insider 

trading scandal.  

   
 

 CPAs Cliff Parker, Lenny DiCicco, and J. Thomas Hood 

III share their insights on the accounting industry job market.  

   
 

 Richard D. Alaniz, senior partner at Alaniz and 

Schraeder and labor law expert, outlines what your firm 

needs to know about employee background checks.  

   
 

 CEO of Almonte Group LLC Ernie Almonte and CFP for 

USAA Scott Halliwell share advice on the wise use of tax 

refunds.  

  

   

 

 

 Today's workplace 

fitness exercise focuses 

on the abdominal 

muscles. 

Read more  

 

Put together your own 

office fitness routine by 

reviewing the exercises 

in our Workplace 

Fitness Library. 

Visit library  

 

 

 
 

  IDEA: Powerful, 

user-friendly data 

analytics software  

 
 

 

 
 

  Should the IRS be 

able to watch you 

through the 

technology that you 

use?  
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